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Plano ISD School Board Hosts Community at Dedication for New
Academy High School
PLANO, Texas, Nov. 14, 2013— The Plano ISD Board of Trustees hosted the
community at a dedication ceremony held on November 7 for Plano ISD Academy High
School, located at 1701 Alma Road. The event was attended by several hundred students,
faculty, staff, district and city officials, academy sponsors and other community leaders.
Academy students and staff served as ambassadors throughout the evening, made
introductions, provided musical entertainment, videotaped the event and led guests on tours
of the campus. Principal Renée Godi brought school greetings, and Superintendent of
Schools Richard Matkin served as master of ceremonies.
Texas Instruments, $5 million sponsor of the academy, was represented through a
video produced by the company, remarks from Aleta Stampley, K-12 education and
community relations director, and TI volunteers. Additional academy sponsors are Cisco
Systems, Capital One Bank, Encana Oil & Gas, Quaker Steak & Lube and Fossil. Hosting an
art activity, in which guests helped produce the academy's Titan mascot logo, was the Dallasbased nonprofit Big Thought and artist Jennifer Kindert.
As master of ceremonies, Superintendent Richard Matkin welcomed guests and
remarked on the new academy. Boy Scout Troop #747 presented colors and led the Pledge
of Allegiance. The Voice of the Titans performing group sang the National Anthem. School
Board President Nancy Humphrey brought greetings and introduced fellow trustees. A City
of Plano Proclamation was presented by The Honorable Harry LaRosiliere, Mayor of Plano.

The Titan Jazz Ensemble performed while guests arrived and toured the facility.
During the program, guests enjoyed performances by the Titanettes dance group and Titan
Steppers. The Academy Anthem was performed by the Voice of the Titans student group.
The song was written by Allie Moore and Avery Seaton and composed by Bryson
Sidebottom.
Guests watched a video entitled "The Journey Begins," produced by students Tate
Christopher and Henry Howard. Introducing speakers were students Josh McDonald and
Nick Hughes. The keynote address was delivered by Dr. Jim Wussow, secondary academic
services executive director.
Principal Renee Godi brought school greetings. "We are lucky to have so much
talent to pull from for an event such as this," said Ms. Godi. "These were all student-led and
created events, so not only do they have talent, but outstanding leadership, as well."
Ms. Godi continued, "Having the opportunity to lead this innovative new campus is an
educator’s dream. The Titan Staff is proud to help fulfill the school board’s vision to offer
students more pathways for learning. Our project-based learning community, with learning
occurring in the context of science, technology, engineering, art and math, will prepare our
students for life beyond graduation, allowing students to take part in real-world experiences
and problem-solving—and encouraging them to collaborate with others inside and outside
of school. Our students have adapted quickly to their new learning environment and we are
eager to see where they will go from here."
Following the program, guests enjoyed tours and refreshments provided by the
Academy High School PTSA.

About Plano ISD Academy High School
In 2010, the Plano ISD Board of Trustees created the Academy Visioning
Committee to study and advise the feasibility of creating a 9th-12th grades option for
students that offers choices for programs not currently available in the comprehensive high
schools and senior high schools.
The Academy Visioning Committee developed a findings report that was presented
to the school board. In September 2011, the Academy Steering Committee took this report
and created the actionable plans of work for the school. This group of educators and
corporate and community leaders set a strong foundation of work for the Academy staff to

carry forward. In May 2012, Renée Godi was named principal of Plano ISD Academy High
School and the inaugural staff was hired to create the unique curriculum during the 20122013 school year.
Opening in 2013, Academy High School is an innovative, project-based 9th-12th
grade learning community committed to fostering a professional environment, inspiring
creativity and empowering students to collaborate and compete in a rapidly changing world.
With an emphasis on science, technology, engineering, arts and mathematics (STEAM) and
interdisciplinary connections, student learning is anchored in real world experiences which
rely on continuous collaboration with others both inside and outside the school.
Read more information, visit the Academy High School website, watch academy
videos and view the dedication photo gallery.

About Plano Independent School District
The Plano Independent School District (Plano ISD) (www.pisd.edu) endeavors to
foster the highest level of student learning. The mission of Plano ISD is to provide an
excellent education for all students. Plano ISD is located 20 miles north of Dallas, Texas and
serves the residents of approximately 100 square miles in southwest Collin County, including
66 square miles in the city of Plano, northern portions of the cities of Dallas and Richardson
and parts of the cities of Allen, Parker and Murphy. Plano ISD employs 7,000 faculty and
staff members who serve more than 55,000 students in 70 schools and 11 service facilities.
Participating in Plano ISD schools enables students to adapt to new learning opportunities
throughout their lives, collaborate with, and contribute to, the global community and to be
creative and disciplined in their thinking.
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