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Ski Plano Gets the Snowball Rolling

The Plano ISD Education Foundation kicked off its annual Ski
Plano event with a "Gift Giving Party" attended by more than 75
guests at the home of Linda and Peter Raphael.

This first-ever kickoff party for the annual Ski Plano fundraiser was
a way to raise donations for the event's impressive silent auction.
Guests were asked to bring an item or gift certificate valued at $50
or more, amassing a remarkable number of items such as
restaurant gift cards, power tools, toys, home décor and much
more.

The annual Ski Plano fundraising event is themed "Icy Hot," and
will be held on January 30, 2010 at Southfork Ranch in Parker.
Eight-hundred guests, including community leaders, school board
members, teachers and Plano ISD administrators, will enjoy dinner,
live music, an exclusive VIP reception for major underwriters and
the Neiman Marcus "Avalanche" raffle. Guests will also have an
opportunity to bid on one-of-a-kind live auction items like a Lexus
sampler, dinner for 10 catered by Central Market and a shopping




spree from The Shops at Willow Bend, to name a few. Ski Plano is
open to the public and sponsorship opportunities and tickets are
now available. Proceeds from the event benefit students and
teachers of the Plano Independent School District.
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STEM Partners Support Plano ISD
Secondary Mathematics Initiatives

With generous support from leading area STEM

(science, technology, engineering, and mathematics) focused
corporations and foundations, the Plano Independent School
District (Plano ISD) Education Foundation will complete funding this
year for more than $290,000 in district-approved initiatives to
improve student performance in secondary mathematics

education.

STEM organizations partnering with the Plano ISD Education
Foundation and the school district are AEGON Direct Marketing,
Inc., Boeing Company Charitable Trust, EDS Foundation,
ExxonMobil Corporation, and Texas Instruments Incorporated.

To date, more than $290,000 has been raised to fund the four-year,
incremental transition of Algebra 1 instruction from the ninth grade
of high school to the eighth grade of middle school.

Plano ISD is the only school district in Texas known to move
Algebra 1 instruction down one grade level for all students through
an incremental, four-year systemic change effort, ensuring greater
student understanding of pre-algebra and Algebra 1 concepts,
while laying the groundwork for ongoing student success. This is a
replicable state and national model of instructional excellence.

AEGON Direct Marketing, Inc. and Texas Instruments each
recently renewed a $25,000 grant for the project, totaling their
commitment for the systemic improvement effort to $75,000 each.
The Plano ISD Education Foundation has committed to securing a
total of $300,000 for the math initiatives.

"The Foundation greatly appreciates the support of these STEM
corporations and foundations whose contributions are enabling
Plano ISD to offer these mathematics initiatives

for secondary students," said Beth Webb, president of the Board of
Directors of the Plano ISD Foundation. "It is wonderful that these
leading businesses in our community are playing such a vital role in
helping Plano ISD students increase their comprehension of




mathematics principals.”

Other parts of the initiatives funded by the STEM dollars have
included hiring of a middle school math specialist, the production of
customized online tools for pre-algebra and Algebra 1 teachers and
videotaping of master teacher demonstrations of best practices.

The Plano ISD Education Foundation is currently building its next
public/private partnership for a science improvement initiative with
the Plano ISD and will begin fundraising in the fall for a program
start date of 2009-2010.

Get a Jump on the Holiday Season!

The Plano ISD Education Foundation partnered with the Plano ISD
"Season of Harmony" Holiday Greeting Card Art Contest this year.
The Plano ISD student winning this year's artwork competition will
not only be the official 2009 holiday greeting card for the Plano ISD
but will be available to the public for purchase to raise funds for
Plano ISD priority projects such as educator grants, middle school
math programs, 5th grade camp scholarships and many more.

The holiday donation cards make a great gift for co-workers,
friends, clients and family. Each card will include a special
acknowledgment that a gift has been made in their honor to support
Plano ISD. Place your order today.

Artwk by student Rachel Lee, Robinson Middle School, was among the 2008 judges' picks.
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Saturday; January 30, 2010
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Southfork Ranch

Parker, Texas
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"| Love Plano ISD" Campaign Continues

Last year, "l Love Plano ISD" yard signs began appearing at homes
and businesses throughout the district as part of the Plano ISD
Education Foundation's Community Honor Roll Campaign. 400
signs were delivered to donors contributing $100 or more to
initiative_s supporting the Plano IndepenglerE_SchooI District.

Jasper High School staff display signs

"This year, we hope to increase the number of signs displayed in
the community by more than fifty percent," said Monica Shortino,
executive director of the Plano ISD Education Foundation. "As the
needs of the district continue to grow and state funding remains flat,
it is critical that the community joins with the district in the common
effort to continue providing top-notch education to Plano students."

The Community Honor Roll Campaign focuses on district needs for
which tax dollars are not available. Enrichment programs such as
additional mathematics, science and technology instruction,
educator grants, fifth grade camp scholarships, programs to fill
achievement gaps and many others will be sustained by these
funds. The Foundation raised more than $1 million last year
through community support, all of which stayed within the district.
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The Foundation kicked off the campaign at school open houses
across the district and mailing brochures to Plano residents and

business owners to garner their support. The signs may also be
purchased online.

www.pisd.edu/foundation




